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All Curriculum Support Days resources reflect the work of subject specialists during a two-day forum.   You should view them as ‘work-in- progress’, not as finished units to download and use.   They demonstrate a range of ways of thinking about how you might build the ‘front end’ of the NZ Curriculum (the Vision, Principles, Values, Key Competencies, Effective Pedagogies and Learning Area Statements) into your existing units of work, by re-focusing how you teach rather than changing what you teach.   The questions and comments recorded in the body of each resource are at least as important as the unit itself.   If for some reason your software does not display such questions and comments, it is likely that you need to make some technical adjustment to how you are viewing the resource.   
1. Why this unit is worth reworking
It is a typical unit of work focussing on one simple topic.  It is teacher-driven and textbook-based.  Many teachers will have units like this.  It is also an enjoyable unit that builds on vocabulary and structures around the theme of ‘la campagne’ and ends in reviewing the movie Babe.

The documentation follows a format familiar to most teachers and serves mainly to comply with school requirements at the beginning and to provide a step by step book-based programme.

In commenting on this unit we can show by example how the heart of the Learning Languages essence statement can be incorporated into existing units, and what changes need to be made in the thinking and pedagogy to enable meaningful and communicative learning experiences.

This unit

· focuses on the use of language for authentic purposes by watching a movie, responding to that movie, stating likes and dislikes, voicing opinions and creating a review

· shows good use of textbook as preparation for the core task of reviewing a movie

· is rich in formulaic expressions  (Refer to Ellis principle 1 on wall chart)
2. Re-thinking the unit
The current unit:

	MODULE:La campagne


	CLASS: Year 10 
	CURRICULUM LEVEL/S:,4,5

	DURATION:

16 lessons

	ACHIEVEMENT OBJECTIVES:

2.3 Communicate about likes and dislikes, giving reasons where appropriate.

4.3 Communicate about obligations and responsibilities.

5.1 Communicate about past activities and events.


	OUTCOMES:

Listening

Make use of context and familiar language to work out meaning and relationships between things, events and ideas.

Speaking

Guess the meanings of unfamiliar words and phrases in familiar contexts

Reading

Students will initiate and sustain short conversations that involve courteous social interactions.

Writing

Students will use resources to experiment with new language and to review their writing for accuracy.


	SOCIO-CULTURAL:

· Teenage life in France and French-speaking countries.

· Country and farm life in Semur-en-Auxious, a small town in Bourgogne


	RESOURCES:

· Ça Alors 2, Unité 5

· DVD « Babe, le cochon devenu berger »

· Film review from Washington Post

· Animal matching game

· Computer Suite

	ESSENTIAL SKILLS:

Communication

Information

Work and study

Physical

Numeracy

Problem solving

Social and co-operative

Self-management/Competitive
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	COMMUNICATION TASKS:

· Students will talk about likes and dislikes

· Students will ask and answer questions about who, what, where and why?

· Students will name animals and buildings on the farm

· Students will ask questions of another about what somebody did

· Students will have the opportunity to use some idiomatic French expressions
.

	LANGUAGE POINTS:

· The present tense of ‘er’, ‘ir’ and ‘re’ verbs.
· Negative expressions
· The perfect tense of ‘er’ verbs
· The perfect tense of ‘faire’
· The position of adjectives
·  Some irregular adjectives
	KEY VOCABULARY:

· Qu-est-ce que tu as/vous avez fait ?
· Ca y est ?
· Ca pue !
· En route pour …
· Fais/faites attention!
· Le/la prochaine
· Pas mal!
· Un grand sourire!
· Tu as le béguin pour …
· Je suis fier(fière) de …
· Je suis allée …
· Il a chanté …
· Je vous recommande …


	SEQUENCE
 :

· Read «Desiree et Gilles vont à la campagne » page 50-53 CA2

· Discuss the new vocabulary and create a new vocabulary list for learning.

· Parlons page 54 CA2

· Reading comprehension page 53 WKBK

· Introduce Animal Matching game.  Students can have 3 games per lesson, points for the winner and continue until have clear winner.

· Listening Activities A,B wkbk

· Read photostory pg 57-59 txbk

· Reading comprehension activities B,C pg 54 wkbk

· Introduce the perfect tense and make grammar notes

· Verb activities B, C pg 56-57 wkbk.

· Speaking Activities pg 60-61 txbk

· Listening activities D, E pg 52-53 wkbk.

· 
Watch DVD of “Babe, le cochon devenu berger” with French audio and English subtitles

· Write a list of characters, matching names to animal

· Build up character descriptions

· Using perfect tense create phrases regarding the actions of Mr and Mrs Hogget, Babe, Fly, Baa, and Rex.

· Revise giving recommendations to others and likes and dislikes

· Students to spend three periods in computer suite creating Film Review and DVD cover.



	ASSESSMENT :

· Reading Comprehension from movie reviews (R), (*F)

· Washington Post film review reading comprehension (R), (*S)





3. The revised unit

	FRENCH :   Discussing a movie



	CLASS: Year 10 
	CURRICULUM LEVEL/S: 3/4
	DURATION:

16 lessons

	BIG IDEAS

· We learn French because we want to communicate and interact with people from French-speaking cultures.

· We want to be able to interact well with other people who speak French so we need to learn how to organise and use French so that it makes sense.
· We want to discover the power of language, new ways of learning and new ways of knowing


	PROFICIENCY DESCRIPTORS:

· Students can understand and construct simple texts using their knowledge of French

ACHIEVEMENT OBJECTIVES:

· Understand and produce information and ideas
· Express and respond to personal needs and interests
· Use cultural knowledge to communicate appropriately

	CULTURAL KNOWLEDGE
:

· Teenage life in France and French-speaking countries – learning inquiry
 into what teenagers do
 in spare time eg going to movies.  Compare with NZ teenagers.

· Country and farm life in Semur-en-Auxious, a small town in Bourgogne - what are the differences between France and NZ
?

	LANGUAGE KNOWLEDGE
:

· The present tense of ‘er’, ‘ir’ and ‘re’ verbs.
· Negative expressions
· The perfect tense of ‘er’ verbs
· The perfect tense of ‘faire’
· The position of adjectives
· Some irregular adjectives

KEY VOCABULARY:

· Qu-est-ce que tu as/vous avez fait?
· Ca y est?
· Ca pue!
· En route pour …
· Fais/faites attention!
· Le/la prochaine
· Pas mal!
· Un grand sourire!
· Tu as le béguin pour …
· Je suis fier(fière) de …
· Je suis allée …
· Il a chanté …
· Je vous recommande …


	RESOURCES:

· Ça Alors 2, Unité 5

· DVD « Babe, le cochon devenu berger »

· Film review from authentic French contexts

· Animal matching game

· Computer Suite



	


	LEARNING EXPERIENCES 
:

1. Getting to know the language
· Using Ca Alors 2, Unite 5, as a resource, work through the readings and exercises over the next four periods in order to immerse yourself in language about farms and animals so that you will be able to communicate with French-speaking people in this context.  You may work on your own, in pairs or in small groups
.  

· In the first period, think about how you will manage your time 
and how you will best learn
.  I will visit each group and discuss this.
· You can use French Learning Objects on Digistore Units 11 & 12

· Write 
a reflection in English about how you got on and what you will do differently next time you are asked to work independently

· What questions do you have about farms and animals in French-speaking countries
?
2.  Discussing a movie

· Watch DVD of “Babe, le cochon devenu berger” with French audio and English subtitles

· Discuss your reactions to the movie eg J’aime ce film.  Qu’est-ce que tu en penses? C’est triste.

· Learn how to recommend this film to others by looking at reviews and blogs on the internet.
· Build up character descriptions

· Create phrases regarding the actions of Mr and Mrs Hogget, Babe, Fly, Baa, and Rex.

· Students to spend three periods in computer suite creating Film Review 
and DVD cover.



	ASSESSMENT :

· Reading Comprehension from movie reviews (R), (*F)

· Washington Post film review reading comprehension (R), (*S)





4. Reflecting on the process

On reflection, this has been very much an evolutionary process to attempt to inculcate the heart of the NZ Curriculum into an existing unit of work.  

It wasn’t until I got into the crux of the unit, ie the learning experiences, that I came to grips with the essential process.  At that point I became excited!

Next time I might begin with the main idea of the unit, think about the essence statement to derive the ‘big idea’ (taken from the essence statement and put into language for the students to understand), work on the learning experiences with constant reference to the ‘big idea’, and fill in the boxes later.

The key challenge was to continually ask myself questions eg why would I do this, how will I do this, what would the students want, how do I know, so what, how is this useful in real life?  You have to think outside the square and embrace all the stuff at the front of the NZC for it all to make sense.  I like this inquiry approach.  I hope you do too!
�Why would I look at learning about the countryside? ‘So what’ and how does it fit in with the Learning Languages essence statement?  Would I be better to state the learning intention rather than the context in the title?


Would this fit in better with a wider context?


�Change to levels 3/4


�Change these to  proficiency descriptors and achievement objectives.  Are they all relevant?  


�Would I take these outcomes out altogether ?   Replace with learning intentions ?  What are they ?


�How could this be integrated into the learning ?  What questions do the students have ? Who would a student communicate this learning to ?  Think about using teenage commumication modes eg blogs, msn.  Learning about animals is less overarching than communicating about likes and dislikes and opinions about the film.  When would the students do this ?


�What about French reviews ?


�Focus on key competencies here ?  Would I select just one main one or a few ?  I would need to explain how they are important eg relating to others – the ability to share ideas and listen to others’ point of view in an interaction about the film.


�What purpose do these tasks serve ?  Why would I want the students to be able to do this ?  What is the big idea ?


�I should keep all this formulaic language.  Do I also need structures listed ? Language knowledge? What else do the students want to know?


�Could my students work through these at their own pace ie work individually with the purpose of gathering vocab and structures around the context of farms and animals?  Practise self-management.  Immerse themselves in the language.


�This is preparation, vocab building.  Are my students interacting effectively in French ?  Do they know why they need to learn these structures ? How much say do my students have in exploring this topic for this unit ? Would the coursebook better be just a resource ?


�Keep this - student interest in mind – an attempt to move away from purely textbook coverage.  Links to real life context of wanting to comment on a movie after watching it.  


�This could be a real-life activity – post on net eg blog, commented on etc with other French or French-learners


Should this be the main task of the whole unit because it has such meaning ?


�What communicative tasks could I set for assessment ? How relevant is a reading comprehension ?  Could I ask the students ?


�Title changed to reflect a communicative task rather than the context.


�These ideas all come from the essence statement p24 NZC but are rewritten to be more easily understood by students.  I will plan learning experiences according to this rather than just provide a list of things to do.


�I want to encourage students’ reflective thinking.  How will I do this ?


�Second proficiency descriptor deleted as not relevant to this unit of work??  Not sure. Maybe they will communicate about their own background and immediate environment.


�I’ve used the word knowledge here because that’s what’s in NZC but I would prefer to call it learning.  Do I need to have this under a separate title ?  Will it not be incorporated into students’ learning ?


�Values – inquiry and curiosity p10 NZC


�What do the students want to know ? I will ask them. Where will I put this into the learning experiences?  Why would I put this in?


�I’ve added this to get some more intercultural understanding rather than striaght cultural knowledge.


Is there anything on blogs?


�Compare and contrast cultural practices ref wallchart.


�Recognise and describe ways in which French is organised; compare and contrast languages ref wallchart.


�Do I need to be so specific?  Can I deal with grammar points as they come up?


�These are good formulaic expressions that my students will need to know.  What other expressions do they want to know?  I will ask them.


�What other resources do I have that the students can use when immersing themselves in the language required for this unit?  Try to find ICT resources too.


�Maybe students could find some reviews themselves.  Important they know how French write reviews ?  How can they find something at the right level of language?  Student magazines?


�Decided to take this about key competencies out and not specifically refer to key competencies except in my thinking about the unit.  


�Changed Sequence to Learning Experiences to fit in with the refined Guidelines


�How will students manage speaking/


interacting component?  Can that be left till later when discussing the movie ?  Will I need to set up interactions with myself or other students to encourage speaking ?


�Key competency – managing self


�Principle – learning to learn


�I will find other ICT applications on this topic for students to explore.


�How will students manage access to computers ? 


�How will I set this up?  Reflection journals?  Questioning and discussing orally?


�Are there native French speakers in the community we could approach ?  Principle – cultural diversity ; key competency – participating and contributing ; values – inquiry and curiosity


�How will students do this ? Why would they do it ?  Is it so that they can interact with other French speakers ?  How can they do this?


�What are the features of a film review ?  What are my students learning ?


�How appropriate is this as a summative assessment ?  Why do I need to give an assessment ? Could I use the learning in the unit as evidence for a portfolio of speaking and/or writing about the film?





