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PPTA Curriculum days 2009 – Facilitator Training

Tips for Facilitators 

Your role is to facilitate discussion
. 

The CSDs are a lot like working bees – they’re resourced, organised venues for willing volunteers to share ideas, ask questions, and collaborate on a larger purpose.  The idea is that all participants are bringing something to the day – it’s not for passengers and you are not the sage on the stage!

Teachers should also have their own:

· Unit/s of work

· Copy of the NZC

· Laptop if they wish to be electronic

· Lunch

Prior to starting

· Arrive early and check in with the school contact.

· Ensure the room is set up as you want it
.
· You can expect host schools to supply morning tea, a classroom, a friendly welcome.  
· Do not assume that there will necessarily be bountiful technology at your disposal.  This may be something you can check beforehand.  We will encourage host schools to share information like that with us – and with you.  We will do our best, but cannot guarantee accurate information.
· Some venues will have lots of data shows.  Others won’t.  Can you bring your own?  Do you need to convert power point slides into OHTs or handouts?

· Consider how you what to group the participants
. 

· some schools may want to have staff work in pairs/threes, which is fine, but on the whole it would be fair to scatter large depts across classrooms

· it’s important that single attendees from a school are paired up with other singles/pairs in ways that ensure they are included

Setting the scene
· Welcome people on arrival.

· Acknowledge the expertise (and workload) of the participants.

· Introduce yourself.

· Outline the programme for the day
. 

· Participants to introduce themselves
. 

· Be explicit that the day is to be informal but focussed.

· During discussion acknowledge each speaker, “thanks for that Geoff”.

Responding to difficult questions
· Q What’s happening with the achievement standards review? 

A State that this is not within the aims of the day but that participants are welcome to discuss it over lunch or at the end of the day.

· Q Why would I want to change when I’m getting such good NCEA results?

A Refer to resources used for the aims for the day; why are we doing this? 21st Century learning
.   

· Q How can I drop any content as my students will not be prepared for university?

A “Tertiary education build on the values, competencies, discipline knowledge and qualifications that students have developed or gained during their school years.” (NZC page 42).

· Q “Oh, we are already doing that. What’s different?” 

A Good question. Shall we come back to this at the end of the session? We may pose the question to the whole group
. 

Ending the session

· Support participants to reflect on the session and to identify their next steps within their school, department or classroom.

· Conclude with a general comment about today being one step towards introducing the practices of the New Zealand Curriculum. This is an ongoing process of review and evolution.







�Try to avoid talking too much, making judgements, apologies or becoming defensive.


�Check that your data projector, OHP etc work and that you have enough plugs and extension cords. Provide name tags.


�Will you mix up teachers so that school groupings are not sitting together?


�Include start and finish times, morning tea and lunch times. Provide toilet and emergency exit directions.


�Participants give their name, where they are from and what they are hoping to get out of today.


�Are the present levels of student engagement and achievement really the best NZ schools can do? Refer participants to any of Bolstad & Gilbert “Disciplining and drafting or 21st Century education”; Rose Hipkins Key Competencies background paper; Ken Robinson video “Do schools kill creativity”; Shift happens. http://www.shiftingthinking.org/


�The new approach emphasises creation and use of knowledge rather than transmission of knowledge. The NZC empowers schools to develop local curricular and encourages the development of programmes based on evidence and centred around the needs of the students. 
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