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All Curriculum Support Days resources reflect the work of subject specialists during a two-day forum.   You should view them as ‘work-in- progress’, not as finished units to download and use.   They demonstrate a range of ways of thinking about how you might build the ‘front end’ of the NZ Curriculum (the Vision, Principles, Values, Key Competencies, Effective Pedagogies and Learning Area Statements) into your existing units of work, by re-focusing how you teach rather than changing what you teach.   The questions and comments recorded in the body of each resource are at least as important as the unit itself.   If for some reason your software does not display such questions and comments, it is likely that you need to make some technical adjustment to how you are viewing the resource.   
1. Why this unit is worth reworking

This unit of work focuses on cultural arts in the area of ethnic dance.  It reflects New Zealand’s cultural diversity and values the traditions and histories of any Pasifika people.  It is an enjoyable unit that builds on vocabulary and structures around the theme of ‘Samoan dance’ and it can be performed on stage or at any cultural celebrations of the schools, organisations or communities
. It is also based on two Principles which are Inclusion and Community engagement. It is a non-racist, and non-discriminatory unit, as it ensures that students’ identities, languages, abilities, and talents are recognised and affirmed.  Through learning a Samoan dance, students’ learning needs are also addressed, by focusing on their reading, writing, and interacting in singing and dancing.
What I like most in this unit is the coherence with a broad area of learning, which enables them to make links to further pathways such as ‘performing arts’ as life-long learning process thus aiming for an innovating career and better future. The topic cultural arts in Samoan dance enables students to make connections with their teachers, friends, families and whānau and gain the support of their wider communities.


In commenting on this unit we can show by example how the heart of the Learning Languages statement can be incorporated into existing units, what changes need to be made in the thinking and pedagogy to enable meaningful and communicative learning experiences.

I suggest also that teachers may also use this unit to teach at classes at Year 9 or 11 with appropriate variations of teaching styles, task activities and assessments.
This unit:
· focuses on the use of different forms of language,  metaphors, similes, alliteration, proverbs for authentic purposes by performing a Samoan traditional dance 

· shows good use of  the prior knowledge of students/teachers/families/whanau as preparation for the core tasks of  learning a traditional Samoan dance
· inspires and motivates students to be resourceful, creative, innovative and be able to relate well to others, being positive in their own identity and build up self confidence
· encourages students to become effective users of communication tools by participating and being actively involved  in a range of social and cultural situations
· Explicitly addresses four of the Key Competencies, which are:

· Thinking -  eg creative use of Samoan language and actions and applying these to communicate visually
· Using language, symbols and texts – eg learning to use new language and experimenting with different forms of text types (speaking, singing, reading, actions) to express their thoughts

· Managing self – enabling students to become capable learners and evaluators of their own learning

· Participating and contributing – the unit involves students with their learning as a member of a group. It is only through students’ contributions to the different tasks that the learning of Samoan language becomes meaningful.

The current unit:

	

YEAR 10       Samoan
	NUMBER OF LESSONS:      8 


	UNIT:    CULTURAL ARTS (Dance)

	LEVEL:     1 & 2  


	STRANDS:  Students should have opportunities to:
· Exchange experiences, information, and points of view;
· Experience and respond to visual or the selected cultural language.
ACHIEVEMENT OBJECTIVES:  Students should be able to:
· Make signs, labels, and movements;
· Record information, produce their own songs and adapt into the contemporary music;

· Understand and respond to the visual aspects of performance;

· Express meaning in performances and stories through visual images.


	LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
                   By the end of this unit, students will be able to:
· Listen to and understand the vocabulary words involved in the songs and actions to convey the meanings and rhythms of the cultural dance;

· Describe the differences of clothing and items use and wear by females and males when performing;
· Demonstrate proficient and skilled techniques in physical & artistic 
performance – posture, rhythm, alignment, coordination, flow, agility, etc.
· Show specific manners or actions through performing dance sequences i.e. demonstrating fishing actions, mixing of ‘ava drink, preparation of food
· Perform with confidence in front of an audience on a performing stage.  
	
	Assessment:

Diagnostic:

· Giving a brief oral explanation of some terminologies 
· Vocabulary pre-test of cultural dance terminology

· Learn in groups body movement according to drum beats, songs, 

rhythms, etc.; 

· Listening to tunes of various songs and understanding the pronunciation of words, 

· Learn to say words and demonstrate actions to convey the meanings of the cultural dance 






	LEARNING ACTIVITIES:

· Class discussion – brainstorm the meaning/terms “Fa’afiafiaga Fa’asamoa” or Siva Fa’asamoa (cultural performance)

· Pre-comprehension reading from series on specific terms or cultural performing arts in Samoan;

· 
Gather information and research from parents; on different clothing/ items which women/ men wear on specific cultural occasions; 

· Pre-comprehension viewing taped cultural performances eg polyfest

· Five Ws and an H diagram processing their question techniques and understanding about different types of clothing/ items used by both ladies and men;

· 
Reciprocal reading from series (Folauga & Tupu) 

· Poster on types of clothes ladies/ men wear and label them;

· Word find and Quiz puzzles.

· Listening to ‘pese’ or songs and create own actions to reflect meanings of words etc

· Practises of dance during lesson in small groups



RESOURCES:

· GaganaSamoa Ta’iala (Curriculum) I Niu Sila;

· Gagana Samoa (tusi 1/ tausaga 9), Government of Samoa Department of Education 2001, ISBN 982-517-004-2

· Learning Media Series (Folauga & Tupu) Journals

·  Modern Samoa Dictionary (R.W.Allardice) Pasifika Press

· Worksheets and Handouts

· Audio tapes, video tapes, pictures from the internet

· Folauga Magazines and Samoan newspapers

· Students’ to compose own songs for cultural activities eg Polyfestival secondary school competition adapting old and existing songs;

· Colleague share knowledge of songs;

· Cultural Song books;

· Parent and community guests came to teach different types of songs. 



	
	Formative:

Learn specific dance for performance i.e. ma’ulu’ulu, sasa, siva afi, faataupati, etc.

· During performance eyes of students must follow hand movements,

· Females/males hips must sway in the right directions

· Females feet slide sideways (se’ese’e) while dancing

· Graceful body movements of females while dancing

· Males show appropriate facial and body language depicting meanings of actions especially the ‘fa’ataupati’ (clap dance)

· Appropriate costumes for dances are worn or displayed during performance



	LINKS TO ESSENTIAL SKILLS:

· 
Listening skills

· Writing skills

· Visual language skills

· Cultural learning skills 

· Oral skills (singing)



	
	EVALUATION:

· Pre-test (vocabulary, comprehension, combination of exercises on performing terms;

· Students’ performance on the stage in front of an audience;

· Observation of class and group discussion and  sharing;

· Questionnaires to students;
· Observation of group dance activities.



3. The Revised Unit
	YEAR 10       Samoan
	NUMBER OF LESSONS:  16 


	UNIT:    Let’s Dance!
Theme:  Samoan Traditional dance

	Curriculum  Level:     3 & 4  

	BIG IDEAS:   We learn about Samoan traditional dance because we want to communicate and interact with people of Samoan heritage and Samoan speakers of all ages. We want to be able understand, sing and dance to Samoan songs and music, so we need to learn how to organise and use Samoan language to read, write, listen and demonstrate actions to a particular traditional Samoan dance. 
We want to experience a variety of ways to learn and practise a Samoan dance to express our emotions and feelings through actions which depict meanings of words of our songs. To know how to perform a Samoan dance is valuable to us when participating and contributing in our communities’ special occasions eg weddings, fundraising, church openings, birthdays, etc. We also want to learn about the history of our Samoan dance and why it is very important to us to make it part of our global long-life learning process in the future. 


(The Big Ideas determine the direction of the Learning and Teaching yet to come).

Learning area links:
Essence statement:

Learning a new language extends students’ linguistics and cultural understanding and their ability to interact appropriately with other speakers (NZC p.24).

Proficiency Descriptor: 

Understand and construct simple texts using their knowledge of Samoan language. Describe aspects of their own background and immediate environment.



Achievement Objectives:
In learning about  a particular Samoan dance and sociocultural contexts, students will:

· Understand and produce information and ideas

· Use cultural knowledge to communicate appropriately
· Recognise and describe ways in which Samoan culture is organised.



	 Fore-grounded Key Competencies:
Managing self and relating to others

· Produce and respond to questions and requests

Using language, symbols and texts to communicate:
· Formulaic exchanges about personal information and experiences in Samoan dance
· Dance terminology and vocabulary (verbs, nouns, descriptions, meanings)


Minor focus:

Participating and contributing in communities

· Students participate actively in interactions and understand that it is through learning how to perform a traditional dance makes meaning to learning a new language which is facilitated and expanded.
Future focus:

By learning and understanding Samoan traditional dance, being able to perform encourages students to look to the future by exploring further pathways such as performing arts as sustainability, and globalization
.
	
	Fore-grounded Principles:

· Cultural diversity – reflects NZ’s cultural diversity and values the histories and traditions of all its people

· Inclusion – ensures students’ identities, languages, abilities and talents are recognised and affirmed and that their learning needs are addressed

· Community engagement – connect with wider lives, and engage the support of families, whānau and communities


Values:

· Innovation, inquiry and curiosity: by thinking critically, creatively, and reflectively

· Diversity: as found in our different cultures, languages and heritages

· Community and participation: for the common good


Through learning a Samoan traditional dance, students will develop their ability to express their own values, and explore with empathy the values of others.
Underlying concepts:
Self identity, cultural respect, positive thinking, being organised and perseverance.
LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

                   By the end of this unit, students will be able to:
· Listen to and understand the vocabulary words involved in the songs and actions to convey the meanings and rhythms of the cultural dance;

· Demonstrate proficient and skilled techniques in physical & artistic performance – posture, rhythm, alignment, coordination, flow, agility, etc.

· Show specific manners or actions through performing dance sequences i.e. demonstrating fishing actions, mixing of ‘ava drink, preparation of food

· Perform with confidence in front of an audience on a performing stage.  

	LEARNING ACTIVITIES:

· We brainstorm the meaning/terms “Fa’afiafiaga Fa’asamoa” or Siva Fa’asamoa (cultural performance)

· We read information about a particular Samoan dance. eg a Reciprocal reading from a series (Folauga & Tupu) 

· We gather information by interviewing our family members, parents or friends  about the traditional dance we choose and like. 

· We watch a taped cultural performance eg Polyfest, to see first what is like to perform a Samoan dance, then imitate and practise actions.
· We use the Five Ws and an H diagram in processing our question techniques and understanding about different types of Samoan dance techniques, skills etc.

· We learn our vocabulary words about a dance by using Word find and Quiz puzzles.

· We choose and learn a particular dance in Samoan, eg sāsā, ma’ulu’ulu, siva, faataupati with 
our friends and classmates.
· We will bring our own tapes with Samoan music to play and listen to. We will also learn how to dance in small groups or in pairs by creating our own actions.
· We plan to visit, watch or participate in a live dance performance in the Samoan community if opportunity arises.

· We share our learning experiences, some of us would have performed already in bigger groups.

	
	Assessment:

Diagnostic:

· We give  a brief explanation on the term cultural arts or performance

· We pre-test vocabulary of cultural dance  terminology

· We learn in small groups, our body movements are coherent with drum beats, songs, rhythms, etc.
· We listen to and understand the pronunciation of words, right rhythms etc
Formative:

· We perform a specific dance, ie.  ma’ulu’ulu, sasa, drum dance, siva afi, etc.

· We sing and demonstrate actions to convey the meanings of words in a particular Samoan dance 

· During performance we must follow hand movements, and hips must sway in the right directions. Girls slide their feet sideways and eyes must follow hands in the same directions, Boys perform actions correctly too with eyes following their actions eg, with the ‘fa’ataupati’ (clap dance), and ‘aiuli. 

EVALUATION:

· Students’ performance on the stage in front of an audience;

· Questionnaires from parents, families and whanau
· Observation of group dance activities

RESOURCES:

· Learning Media Series (Folauga & Tupu) Journals

·  Modern Samoa Dictionary (R.W.Allardice) Pasifika Press

· Worksheets and Handouts about dance information
· Audio tapes, video tapes, photos from the internet

· Folauga Magazines and Samoan newspapers

· Students’ to create own dance for cultural activities eg Polyfestival 

· Colleagues sharing knowledge of dance actions;

· Cultural Song books;

· Parent and community guests to teach different types of dances. 
· Live Samoan community performances




4. Reflecting on the process
Well, well, the revised unit is so much better than the first time!    I found that by writing the overall Big Ideas, it stimulated lots of ideas for my unit.  I am now going back to tidy up another of my Samoan units!    I guess it gets easier as we do another one, and another one. I’m enjoying doing the revision process now, having a bit more understanding of a process that we can use to align our units of work with the new curriculum.
�


Have I given a broad unit title? Why?


Does my theme suit my plans for the unit?


What is the BIG IDEA for this unit?


How will I decide on the Learning Intentions and the more specific Learning Outcomes?


How will I share these with students?


�


Before I start the unit, I need to focus on what is important for my students to learn? How could all this be integrated into the learning?


�


What is the Big Idea about this unit?


What purpose does this unit serve? Why would I want students to be able to do this? Why is it so important to students to learn about Samoan dance? So what? And how does this fit it in with the Learning Languages statement?


�Is this enough time for my unit to be taught? Would students have enough space and time to learn and produce best results expected?


�


Have I given a broad unit title? Why?


Does my theme suit my plans for the unit?


 What topic should I insert for this unit? Why would I look at learning a particular topic in this unit? So what? 


How does it fit in with the Learning Languages statement?  Would I be better to state the learning intention rather than the context in the title?  Would this fit better with a wider context?





�


Changed level to 3-4, not 1-2.


�


Changed these strands to AOs


What AOs do I want my students to develop as part of their learning in this unit?  What will they be able to do so differently?


�


How can I help my students to learn better in this unit? To achieve their goals? What are the success criteria overall for the unit?  How will students know how well they have achieved?  How can I encourage students to strive for personal excellence?


�


What happened as a result of the teaching, and what are the implications for future teaching?


What communicative tasks could I set for assessment? How relevant is vocabulary pre-tests and pronunciation are in this dance assessment?


�


What is important for my students to learn? What language skills do students need to develop and why?  How will I find out the students’ prior learning and how can I use this knowledge for planning/differentiated activities/engaging students to strive for personal/individual excellence?


How do I support students in learning about culture and traditional dance?


�


How can I create opportunities so that students could work on one aspect of this unit, eg in groups. How would I organise supporting teaching materials and what form would the support take place e g, video, dictionaries, etc?  How can I most encouraged the students to participate actively in this task?


�


Have I explained well in detail the tasks for the students to do? Are the task activities relevant to the unit?  Which 


tasks will be helpful to increase students’ abilities to use Samoan in interactions?  How would I use primary sources and secondary sources to support communicative approach?





�


Some resources are unavailable at school, needs tidying up.


�


I think the KC, thinking…’using creative, critical and metacognitive  processes to make sense of information, experiences and ideas’, fits perfectly and is an integral part of this unit. I should add it…





�


Change these to Key Competencies.


How can I plan learning experiences that allow students to gain a variety of skills, eg listening, visual, oral and cultural?


How can I create opportunities for my students to develop KCs through working in this task-based unit?


How can I embed skills in learning dance to enhance this unit into a real life context?


� I have added more time to teach this unit as I’m expecting better learning outcomes from students.


�


I like my title which reminds me of a song, but also is relevant to my topic of Samoan dance. I want students to think about being able to perform a Samoan dance at the end of this unit.


�


I think my Big Ideas have covered mostly what I would like the students to learn, participate and contribute to make Samoan dance enjoyable to know and understand.


�


Reading materials and information and listening to music about Samoan traditional dance enables students to understand text and use Samoan language to describe own background and environment.


�


Performing a Samoan dance enables students to communicate appropriately and know their place in a Samoan cultural setting when performing. It is important for students to know and understand the underlying cultural concepts which are involved during performances in Samoan.


�


Throughout the Unit, teachers must make students aware of Key Competencies involved in dance, as it is important that students start to manage themselves seriously when working in small groups


Also learning about vocabulary and meanings of words, metaphors and similes, etc, is very crucial about dancing, so that all students make the effort to strive for their best as learning outcomes.


� I think this is important in this Unit, as students will not only learn to dance at this junior level, but also focus in the future, on what they really want to do. Being a great dancer can take students further in their education and employment globally.


�


‘Let’s dance’ is all about being inclusive, cultural diversity and community orientated. It is important too for students to think about these principles are vital to cultural performances and community interactions in Samoan special occasions. 


�


Students learn to value their culture, families and whanau by performing any Samoan dance, because it is a form of visual and oral history for Samoans.


�


I have written these tasks using the third person ‘we’ to indicate the inclusion of every student in doing the tasks. To make them feel it’s ‘us’ not ‘them’ doing this task. Hopefully, this will make students feel they own their own learning, and do it themselves the way that suits them to aim at performing their best. Ownership of their own learning. I think the tasks are relevant to the unit of ‘Lets dance’


This will encourage students to perform at their best.





�


Will be utilising the limited resources available to deliver and teach the unit.
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