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All Curriculum Support Days resources reflect the work of subject specialists during a two-day forum.   You should view them as ‘work-in- progress’, not as finished units to download and use.   They demonstrate a range of ways of thinking about how you might build the ‘front end’ of the NZ Curriculum (the Vision, Principles, Values, Key Competencies, Effective Pedagogies and Learning Area Statements) into your existing units of work, by re-focusing how you teach rather than changing what you teach.   References in senior units to achievement or unit standards are to current standards, and generally do not take into account possible revisions of these standards to take effect from 2011.   
1. Why this unit is worth re-working

Modern American Art is one of the most popular areas of study in Art History at Year 13. The internally assessed Achievement Standard 90492 is focussed upon in the following unit as understanding the use of media and processes is one of the key skills required. 
This resource does not include the currently used unit, which was a sample NCEA assessment task from TKI.   Instead, we are presenting a revised unit, shifting the emphasis to the teaching and learning activities.    We suggest what kind of preparatory activities could be used to develop students’ knowledge and skills to enable them to succeed in the internally assessed achievement standard 3.3, rather than one where assessment is in the driving seat.
2. The revised unit
We have looked closely at the achievement criteria for A/S 3.3 and developed a unit that includes a range of activities that will prepare students for their assessment for NCEA.

The unit targets the various components of the standard and applies a sequential approach to developing students’ knowledge and skills. It is intended that at the conclusion of the unit, students should be able to succeed in achieving the standard.
We have considered these aspects from the New Zealand Curriculum:
Principles:

Inclusion

This unit focuses on art works which address issues of heritage, culture and gender in American Pop and Feminist Art.
Values:

Through this unit the students will learn about their own values and those of others when they consider the subjects of American Pop and Feminist Art.
Excellence

This unit requires students to critically evaluate, which encourages higher level thinking. 
Innovation, inquiry & curiosity

Students will think critically about the art works selected and reflect on the ways in which meaning is created in relation to different media and processes.
Diversity and Equity

The content of the unit exposes students to art works that explore a wide variety of responses to culture, language and heritage.
Key Competencies:

While the Key Competency Using language, symbols and texts is the foremost Competency developed in Art History, all five Key Competencies are able to be developed in the unit as explained in the plan below, i.e. 

· Using language, symbols, and texts  
· Thinking

· Managing self

· Relating to others

· Participating and contributing

The unit
Media and Processes in American Pop and Feminist Art

Aims of the Unit:
· To gain an understanding of the different media and processes used by American Pop and feminist artists
· To investigate how artists use media and processes to create different effects

· To critically analyse how media and processes contribute to, and impact upon, the content of art works and the style of art works
· To understand the variety of the art works created by using different media and processes and the impacts that these had on art during the 1960s and 1970s
· To prepare students for addressing A/S 90492 (3.3 – Examine Media and Processes in Art).
UNIT PLAN:  POP AND FEMINIST ART IN AMERICA
	TEACHING AND LEARNING EXPERIENCES
	CURRICULUM LINKS

	Brainstorm the range of media used by either Pop artists or Feminist artists

· Teachers could select a range of art works which demonstrate different media for students to examine.

	KC – Thinking
Students construct knowledge about the variety of media used by artists

KC – Using language

Students are introduced to media terminology 

	Research selected media to examine the processes used in the creation of those media
· Use the internet and/or texts to undertake group research 

· Create flow charts showing the steps involved in the processes

· Practical activities eg. femmage, screen printing, combining paint and found objects, photomontage
	KC – Relating to others 

Students cooperate to undertake research
KC – Using language

Students become familiar with appropriate language to describe processes

KC – Thinking

Students use creative methods to construct knowledge about processes

AO – Level 8 – CI – Research and analyse selected approaches…..related to visual arts practice

Students research media and put knowledge to practical use


	Investigate selected art works to identify a range of subject matter used by either Pop or Feminist artists
· Groups are given different art works to identify the subjects, report back, then collate their findings on a chart  
	KC – Participating and Contributing
Students collaborate and share their ideas

KC – Using texts

Students communicate their findings 

	Examine the connections between media  and content/subject matter
· Annotate art works e.g. Warhol’s Campbell’s Soup Can – silkscreen spreads ink to create 2D effects mimicking commercial printing processes to produce tin labels.
· Mix and match activity – show links between media and subjects from a jumbled list provided by the teacher.
	KC – Thinking

Students use metacognitive processes to make sense of the connections

	Examine the importance of media and processes in contributing to style
· Write interview questions and answers to show how an artist might respond to being asked to explain how the medium he/she normally uses is cognisant with the style he/she is known for eg. Claes Oldenburg is known for his soft sculptural style which emerges through and reflects his malleable vinyls and use of soft, synthetic fillings.

· Analyse the styles of a range of artists. Students then make decisions on how important the media used by those artists is through placing the artists on a continuum line.
	KC – Thinking 
Students show critical thinking when they develop interview questions and responses.

KC – Using Language

Students practise using language effectively when they formulate appropriate interview questions and responses

KC – Managing Self

Students see themselves as capable learners when they make decisions about the importance of media to style



	Synthesise the concepts and knowledge gained about media and processes to construct an evaluation.
· Use model answers to identify points made which evaluate the impact of media and processes on style and content.
· Produce a collaborative essay which synthesises key points about media and processes and their impact on style and content.
	KC – Thinking 
Students make sense of information through identifying its relevancy to evaluation

KC – Participating and Contributing

Students demonstrate this competency when they contribute as a group member to the production of the essay.

AO – Level 8 – CI – Critically reflect on, respond to, and evaluate art works.

Students critically evaluate the interrelationships between media, processes, style and content.


	Practice assessment for A/S 3.3
In class, students work in groups to answer the tasks in Art Making in the 1960s and 1970s – American Pop Art and Feminist Art.

· Refer to attached NCEA assessment activity – modified from TKI resource Art/Hist 3/3 – F2 Version 2.
	KC – Thinking
Students using problem-solving skills to address the tasks drawing upon their understanding and experience gained from the activities in the unit.

KC – Participating and Contributing

Students understand the importance of working together to practice the skills required for the assessment of A/S 3.3. 


PRACTICE ASSESSMENT TASK
This task provides practice for the summative assessment for Art History Achievement Standard 3.3 – A/S 90492: Examine media and processes in art, worth 3 credits
Art Making in the 1960’s and 1970’s –American Pop Art and Feminist Art 
Context/setting:


Students will examine media and processes and the effects they create in four art works. This knowledge will determine the materials and processes that will be used for the design of an art work. Students will write an evaluation which relates the selected media and processes to style and content. 

Conditions:

As listed in student instruction sheet.

Resource requirements:
Images and information for at least four art works. 
Achievement Criteria

	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	· Describe a range of art media and processes.
	· Explain the importance of media and processes in producing different effects in art.
	· Evaluate the impact of media and processes on style and content in art.

	· Compare the effects of media and processes on art works.
	
	


Student Instructions Sheet
Introduction

This activity involves examining media and processes in American artworks. You will compare the effects of media and processes on four artworks and show your understanding of the relationship between media, processes, style and content in the evaluation of an artwork you will design.

Conditions

You will have four hours of class time and complete the activity as homework over three weeks.

The assignment is due on 
You should include a bibliography and list of resources that you used with your assignment.

Task One:

a.   Select two Pop art works and two Feminist artworks from the lists below to examine various media and processes used in artworks.
Pop:

· Jasper Johns – Alecans, 1962
· Roy Lichtenstein – Wham, 1963
· Andy Warhol – Marilyn, 1963
· Robert Rauschenberg – Bed, 1968
· Claes Oldenburg – Two Girls’ Dresses, 1963.
Feminist:

· Judy Chicago – The Dinner Party, 1979
· Miriam Schapiro – Barcelona Fan, 1979
· Eva Hesse – Sans II, 1969
· Cindy Sherman – Untitled No. 167, 1979
· Barbara Kruger – Your gaze hits the side of my face, 1981.
b.    For each artwork:

· Describe the materials used to make the artwork

· Describe the processes used to make the artwork.

c.    Compare the artworks – the two Pop artworks and the two Feminist artworks with each other. Evaluate how the different media and processes produce different effects and lead to differences in style and meaning.

Task Two:

Imagine you are an American artist living in either the 1960s or the 1970s who has been commissioned to design an artwork for exhibition in the Museum of Modern Art in New York that conveys the ideals and culture of the age.

a. Select a media and process that you discussed in Task One to design your artwork. Draw your artwork (1/2 A4 page) and add notes and arrows to indicate where and how the materials and processes would be used. (Not Assessed)

b.   Write a statement for the gallery’s monthly magazine in which you 
      evaluate how the media and processes of your design relate to its 

      style and content and serve to convey American culture in the 1960s
      or 1970s. 

3. Reflecting on the process
In reworking this activity it became obvious that all five Key Competencies were able to be developed here, whereas we would have tended to expect that the KC Language, symbols and texts would be the main KC in an Art History unit of work. 
The value of these activities is the emphasis they place on the meaning of media and processes in communicating the artist’s message. This results in the student focusing their investigation on the impact of media and processes on the work rather than exploring how they are made or stylistic characteristics.

This is not a difficult process and it does not require major reworking of units of work, but simply thinking about content and activities in terms of what skills we really want the students to learn.






























































































