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All Curriculum Support Days resources reflect the work of subject specialists during a two-day forum.   You should view them as ‘work-in- progress’, not as finished units to download and use.   They demonstrate a range of ways of thinking about how you might build the ‘front end’ of the NZ Curriculum (the Vision, Principles, Values, Key Competencies, Effective Pedagogies and Learning Area Statements) into your existing units of work, by re-focusing how you teach rather than changing what you teach.   The questions and comments recorded in the body of each resource are at least as important as the unit itself.   If for some reason your software does not display such questions and comments, it is likely that you need to make some technical adjustment to how you are viewing the resource.   
1. Why this unit is worth re-working
This is an introductory unit that could be used for a beginning Latin class. It helps students to develop the Key Competency of Thinking, as they reflect critically and creatively on connections between the family and society, Latin words and words in other languages. It is a crucial unit for capturing students’ initial curiosity to learn Latin and to enquire into its relevance. 
It is also important when considering R Ellis’ 10 Principles (see Learning Languages Wall Chart).  The unit provides students with the opportunity to unpack meaning in basic sentences and receive and produce basic Latin. It enables them to widen their English vocabulary and to make connections between Latin and other languages so that they are transferring new learning (Using language, symbols and texts) to other situations. The unit is about who they are and their relationship to others (Relating to others) as they compare Roman society and its legend(s) to the society in which they live today.  Managing self and Participating and contributing allow for a high degree of student input and learning experiences. 
2. Rethinking the unit
The current unit:
	Introductory Latin Unit:  Roman Family



	Yr 9 – beginners


	Essential Skills
:

Work and study

Problem solving

Social and co-operative

Self-management

Information

Communication
Numeracy


	12 lessons

	Aims
: 

· To recognise that Latin language has a system and pattern
· Read and understand basic Latin words / phrases

· To receive and produce basic Latin words / phrases
 

· To be aware of identity and class structure in Roman society
· To be aware of some of the ways Latin has contributed to the Western World


	Learning Outcomes
: Students will be able to:

· Greet, thank and say goodbye to someone 

· Answer in Latin when the roll is taken, or say when someone is away

· Say who they are and who someone else is

· Identify words for countries and nationalities in Latin

· Understand and respond to classroom instructions

· Identify and use terms for different classes in Roman society 

· Identify and use words for family members and household slaves
· Describe the importance of the paterfamilias
· Count in Latin from 1-10
· Make connections between the Latin words for numbers and those in other  languages

· Retell a myth/legend in own words



	Socio-Cultural
:

· Class system in Roman society, 

· Early Rome and legend of Romulus (and Remus)
· Roman names

· Names of countries and nationalities

· The family



	Resources

· Own produced material

· Story of Romulus and Remus

· Relevant excerpts from texts such as Oxford Latin Course, Cambridge Latin Course, Ecce Romani 



	Language Content

Verbs: ego sum …; mihi nomen est …; 
tu es …; abest; adsum; salve(te); 
vale(te);sede (te); audi(te); quis 
est? quid est?

Gender: masculine, feminine, neuter

Names: Marcus; Sextus; Julia
Numbers 1-10;  Roman Alphabet


	Vocabulary
:

discipulus; magister; magistra; lingua Latina, fenestra, porta, stilus, liber, patricii, equites, plebs, libertus, servus, dominus, paterfamilias, materfamilias, familia, mater, pater, soror, frater, canis, filius, filia, coquus, avus, avia

	Sequence
:

· Greet students using Latin and teach them how to reply

· Ask students to sit in Latin

· Create a list of Latin instructions

· Ask questions – quis es? quis est? and quid est
? – moving around the room and using different objects and different students – use repetition

· Create new vocabulary list of classroom vocabulary for learning 

· Listen to words carefully picking up differences in pronunciation from English

· Write out matching alphabets – English and Latin - to see what is missing

· Note lack of capital letters except for proper nouns

· Look at Roman naming system – 3 names and maybe a fourth, difference between girls and boys’ names (also slaves) – notes to be given out

· Compare their names and use of nicknames  (e..g. Mucius Scaevola / Scipio Africanus Augustus)

· Name countries on simple map of Roman world and give nationalities – connect to names (Britannicus, Germanicus)
· Read legend of Romulus and Remus – what happened because of “identity” and why is the name of Romulus so important?

· Connect names and numbers e.g. Quintus, Sextus, Septimus – counting 1
-10

· Find English derivatives from the numbers 1-10; number games
· Compare the numbers 1-10 in the Romance languages – why so similar?

· Classes in Roman society – terms used and entitlement of each class

· How important was the family you belonged to? Idea of Identity – how did you get your reputation
?

· Members of family – idea of a household and roles of paterfamilias and materfamilias
· Compare with own family

· Read paragraph in Latin on mea familia – create own family story in Latin using the one read in class as a guide.

	Assessments
:
Labelling pictures and filling in speech bubbles; keeping diary 


3.  The Revised Unit 
	Levels 1 & 2
:  
(Introductory) So who are YOU
?
	Duration: 12 lessons 
	Learning area Links – Learning Languages


	Big ideas:

We all use language to communicate, to relate to people, and to think. It is the means by which we view ourselves and by which others see us. Identity is both personal and national. It links us to the past and to stories and to people and societies from the past. It allows us to view our own lives differently and makes us think - who are you? I am …
 quis es? ego sum …

	Essence statement

As they move between languages …they are challenged to consider their own identities and assumptions. 

	
	Level 1-2 LL Descriptor – see also Latin Guidelines.

Students can understand and use familiar expressions and everyday vocabulary. Students can interact in a simple way in supported situations.

	LL AOs – see also Latin Guidelines Supporting Teaching and Learning
Using language to communicate: 

In a classroom situation to relate to other Latin learners – language knowledge and cultural knowledge can be interwoven to make meaning 
e.g. greetings, classroom instructions, farewells, asking quis es
?, quis est, quid est , taking the roll, understand and use genders – meus, mea, tuus, tua , using basic Latin words e.g. of family and classroom 

Produce & respond to questions and requests 

Questioning identity both today and of the past so they can reflect, be creative and compare and contrast
. This enquiry could be in Latin /English as appropriate.
e.g. asking what/who someone / something is, writing answers to questions, repeating Latin words for pronunciation
, finding out each other’s full names and nicknames, questioning significance of names and connections, working out differences in alphabets between Latin and English for pronunciation of Latin names or basic words, enquiring about own family or a Roman family and discussing differences, reading Latin story on mea familia to create own story (in mea familia est …,); questioning significance of names and connections.
Show social awareness when interacting with others

Finding out connections using prior knowledge. Interaction can be understood as interacting with the Roman world and the world today. Social awareness for Latin taken as linguistic, historical, social
. Literary.
e.g. idea of gender – using names, 

Links between Latin and other languages: 
e.g -,alphabet, numbers 1-10, names of countries, 

Comparing and contrasting:
e.g - ideas that relate to family life and role of father, social status and identity, ideas of reputation and power
eg. - power of king in early Rome & community, use of myth & legend – Romulus – who was he? Importance of his identity/status

	Important Key Competencies:
· Thinking – e.g. make connections with 

· words in other languages and with present 

· day family and society 

· Using language, symbols and texts – e.g.
· learning to use new Latin words and 
· experimenting with pronunciation and ways

· of making meaning. 

· Relating to others – interacting within the

· class, with a Roman world and beyond
Participating and contributing –learning of new Latin words and ideas associated with Roman life becomes meaningful through own contributions to tasks.

· Managing self – seeing themselves as 

· capable learners and evaluators of their own 
· learning



	
	Values:

Community and social equity

Diversity

	
	Important Principles: 

Cultural Diversity – values the histories and traditions of all of its people.

Coherence – links within and across learning areas … and opens up pathways to future learning.

	
	Concepts:  What is personal identity and national identity

	Implications for reworking unit/pedagogy/assessment: 
1. Making the unit useful for all beginning students of Latin whether at Yrs 7 & 8 or Yr 9

2. Re-sequencing the unit to start with the big ideas. Why should students care about this topic? How can I make the unit relate to their own life?
3. What strategies could I use to encourage effective classroom dialogue?
4. How to I find ways to allow students to bring their interests, contexts and prior English knowledge to the unit

5. Adding assessment for learning, gaining feedback on progress with big ideas, seeking evidence of strengthening competencies. This may be on-going through the unit as observation, or completion of various learning experiences. it could be in the form of student self-assessment, or group assessment – how can I find out where my students are out? It could be in the form of brief reports back – note coverage and connections between ideas. 


4. Reflecting on the process

This was a difficult process and at times I was overwhelmed by the task. However it was very worthwhile and made me reflect and question the way I teach. I had to reassess everything that I had done before.  
I had brought resources full of content to the Forum where I produced this, but not my Latin scheme which would have been more useful.  However, re-writing my unit from memory turned out to be helpful, as I could think of implications as I worked. This focus was very essential for the task. 
I have tried to make the unit useful for Latin teachers. The learning curve in writing this has been huge and at times seemed daunting.  I would, nevertheless, urge Latin teachers to undertake the journey as it is both challenging and inspiring. 
� Where is the idea of identity and the challenge of thinking about self? Why would I look at learning about the Roman family? So what? How does it fit in with the Learning Languages essence statement and the Latin Level 1 & 2 Proficiency Descriptor? Would I be better to state the learning intention rather than the context in the title? What do I want my students to develop as part of this unit? How can I provide opportunities for students to understand what they are learning and why?


Would this fit in better with a wider context?


� Change to Yr level so could be used at Yrs 7 -9?


�These essential skills are no longer relevant – need Key Competencies and Values. Would I select just one main one or a few?  I would need to explain how they are important eg Relating to others – the ability to share ideas and listen to others’ point of view in an interaction about names, family, society and legend.


�Latin now as part of LL has AOs of that learning area. How do I incorporate those AOs? How do the Latin Guidelines relate to these at Levels 1 & 2?


�See R Ellis Principle 1 about repertoire of formulaic expressions – should retain? What other principles are important?


�Change these to proficiency descriptors and achievement objectives.  Are they all relevant?  What do I consult to do this? 


� Would I take these out and replace with learning intentions? How is cultural knowledge to be included as part of communication?  What do I want my students to learn from these cultural contexts? What learning experiences would be meaningful here?


�What about Youtube? Other visual resources? Sound clips? Use of internet for students? Would the course-book be better as just a resource?


�Do they know/need to learn commands as structures? 


� What is the purpose of lists? How do I provide other ways for students to learn this? See R Ellis 10 Principles.


�Could my students work through  these at their own pace ie work individually with the purpose of gathering vocabulary and structures around the context of family, numbers, names, names of countries?  Could students move around the room and use formulaic expressions? Practise self-management? Or could they think, pair, share with matching cards and other learning experiences? (Participating and contributing.)





� An attempt to move away from purely Latin textbook teaching.  Using Latin as peers are doing in other languages. Wanting to experiment with pronunciation and take risks in a supported environment. This could be a real-life activity – text message to friends.  


�What prior learning do students have in other languages? How does new learning in Latin relate? How can success be measured? 


�There is a whole wealth of experiences here. How do these make a difference to students’ perception of identity and self?


Would these make a difference to what they can do at the end of the unit?


�Are there other ways of getting feedback? What will the students be able to do? Could they peer assess or self-evaluate?


�Levels 1 & 2 for Latin could be at any year, as long as student is a beginning Latin learner. 


�Title changed to challenge students to reflect.


�Learning area explicit – to NZC, links to big ideas for teaching and learning Latin. Also to Latin Guidelines Supporting Teaching and Learning.


�Use of formulaic expressions – see R.Ellis Principle 1.


�Values:  innovation, inquiry and curiosity; diversity (which values histories and traditions of all its people).


�R Ellis Principles 7, 8 – output and interaction.


�AOs  re-thought in response to why do this.


�LL Essence Statement – As they compare and contrast … they understand more about themselves and become more understanding of others. 





