
THE FLOTSAM OF STREAMING: 
WHO PAYS THE PRICE?



a brief hello



a brief hello









STREAMING
J. C. Daniel’s (1961) essays: The effects of streaming in the primary school: 

What Teachers believe. British Journal of Educational Psychology, 

SOCIAL PROMOTION AND MIXED-ABILITY GROUPING



BUT HANG ON …



• FIRST LANGUAGE
• EXPLAINING + PERSUADING
• PSYCHOMOTOR SKILLS



• IMAGINING
• MOST READING 
• INTERPRETING VISUAL CUES (e.g. diagrams) 
• ESTIMATING 
• THINKING WITHOUT A TEACHER

6 in the classroom. 10 in sleep. 8 hours learning



BUT WE LEARN IN SOCIAL ENVIRONMENTS



WHAT MAKES SENSE?



THINGS



while there may be small achievement 
gains for higher attaining students, the 
impact on students in lower attaining 

groups is negative. 

Higgins, S. et al. (2015). The Sutton Trust – Education Endowment Foundation 
Teaching and Learning Toolkit. London: Education Endowment Foundation.
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Higgins, S. et al. (2015). The Sutton Trust – Education Endowment Foundation 
Teaching and Learning Toolkit. London: Education Endowment Foundation.

‘within-class’ attainment grouping is most 
successful if groups regularly change, students 
can move between groups, and that all students 
have opportunities to receive high quality 
instruction and to engage in rigorous tasks.



Meissel, K. et al. (2016). Subjectivity of teacher judgments: Exploring student 
characteristics that influence teacher judgments of student ability. Teaching and 
Teacher Education, 65, 48-60.

Streaming disadvantages students from 
low-income families because the criteria 
and processes used to allocate them to 
different streams is often not based 
solely on past academic achievement. 
It is also influenced by teachers’ 
perceptions of students’ behaviour and 
previous performance. 

. 



Ford. O. (2017). Streaming of Classes, Social Comparison, and Students’ Self-Concept. 
Journal of Initial Teacher Inquiry (3): 32-36.

Streaming also has been shown to have 
a negative impact on the self-concept, 
confidence and motivation of students 
in lower streams, which in turn 
negatively impacts on their academic 
achievement and progress.



some

MYTHS



the myth of

IQ



questions are related to numerical or logical 
reasoning, or verbal and spatial intelligence.

do not test the ability to ask good questions and 
to know what questions are worth asking.

do not test the ability to work at and eventually 
solve large and difficult problems over long 
periods of time’.

 [Holt 1982, p. 102]

IQ



the myth of

AVERAGE
TODD ROSE (2016)







the myth of

COMPETITION





… SO, WHAT ABOUT HIGH FLYING?
                  
                                           



the illusion of success



Alice



CORRUPTION
DONALD CAMPBELL: American social psychologist, methodologist and philosopher (1975) 



CAMPBELL’S LAW

“the more any quantitative social indicator is used for 
social decision-making, the more subject it will be to 

corruption pressures and the more apt it will be to distort 
and corrupt the social processes it is intended to 

monitor.” 



SO, WHAT KINDS OF THINKING PAY 
THE PRICE?



non LINEAR INTELLIGENCE



Gerbrand



TRANSLATIVE INTELLIGENCE



Alex: the translative/interpretive thinker

Guernica 26 April 1937.        Tan Dun (8 memories in watercolour). 







EMBODIED INTELLIGENCE





DANCING FIRE
TECHNOLOGY
DONALD SCHON
ARCHITECTS
PSYCHOLOGISTS
MUSICIANS
TEACHERS



what if …



what if …
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en theos



thank you


